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Logistics

We are recording this – please reach out if you’d like to share feedback in 
another way

Will send slides and recording to full list of webinar registrants



Northeast Ocean Data Portal Team

Nick Napoli, NROC Executive Director

Amy Trice, NROC Senior Program Director

Emily Shumchenia, NROC Science and Portal Director / Regional Wildlife 
Science Collaborative for Offshore Wind Director

Jenna Ducharme, Jeremy Fontenault, Stephen Sontag, and Kelly Knee – 
RPS/TetraTech

Peter Taylor, Waterview Consulting



Why now?
• Many years, significant increases in Portal 

use, and many new website and mapping 
requirements since the last complete 
overhaul and redesign in 2017

• Upgrade user mapping and visualization 
tools and enhance connections to core 
external data providers

• Improve integration of Portal webpages 
and contextual information with map 
interfaces and data products

• Increase the ability for users to view select 
data products at multiple geographic 
scales

• Provide ability for place-based or specific 
management focused tools and analyses



Why now?

Timeline
• Started scoping in 2023
• Implement first big updates 

in 2024
• Continue to scope and 

implement additional tools 
and functions in 2025 and 
later



• Offshore wind leasing
• Offshore wind project 

development & permitting
• Offshore wind wildlife & 

fisheries research
• Energy transmission
• Waterways management 

and navigation
• Telecommunications
• Aquaculture
• Dredged material disposal
• Habitat & biodiversity 

conservation
• Sand & sediment 

management

Recent and Potential Ocean Planning Issues



Scope of the 2024 work

“Back end”
• Database and technical components 

that make the Portal work
• Not really the focus of today but will 

result in:
• Enhanced layer searchability
• More options for organizing and/or 

filtering the Data Explorer Table of 
Contents

• Better data catalog
• Streamlined Portal maintenance



Scope of the 2024 work
“Front end” / User Experience
• Data Download

• Better integration with Data Explorer 
and other maps

• Single layer/topic downloads instead 
of theme packages

• FUTURE: Data Download for an area 
of interest or active map view

• Current issues – better integration with 
map pages and relevant datasets

• Review of Theme Maps
• Redesigned and simplified homepage



Scope of the 2024 work
“Front end” / User Experience
Add/Improve Data Explorer Tools 

• Compare maps of different data/at 
different scales (swipe, composite)

• Standardize time/animation tools
• Scope standardizing widgets (marine 

life, communities at sea)

• Improve share link functionality and 
more customizations (e.g., include 
basemap or not)

• FUTURE: subset and summarize data 
by area of interest



Questions for power users:

• Comments on the work proposed for 2024?

• Are there features/tools/functions that you wished the Portal had?

• Is there an existing feature/tool/function that you want to perform 
better?

• Do you anticipate new Portal uses in your work? If so, what?

Thank you for your input!


